CHSP

HUNGARIAN STUDIES SERIES
NO. 5

EDITORS
Peter Pastor
Ivan Sanders

A Joint Publication with the
Institute of Habsburg History, Budapest






IDENTITY AND THE
URBAN EXPERIENCE:
FIN-DE-SIECLE

BUDAPEST
Gdbor Gyani

Translated from the Hungarian
by Thomas J. DeKornfeld

Social Science Monographs, Boulder, Colorado
Center for Hungarian Studies and Publications, Inc.
Wayne, New Jersey

Distributed by Columbia University Press, New York
2004




EAST EUROPEAN MONOGRAPHS
NO. DCLII

© 2004 Gabor Gyéni
© 2004 by the Center for Hungarian Studies and
Publications, Inc.

47 Cecilia Drive, Wayne, New Jersey 07470-4649
E-mail: pastorp@mail.montclair.edu

This book is a joint publication with the
Institute of Habsburg History, Budapest
www.Habsburg.org.hu

Library of Congress Control Number 2004113516
ISBN 0-88033-551-5

Printed in the United States of America



PART ONE:

PART TWO:

CHAPTER 1

CHAPTER 2

TABLE OF CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

A United City on the Danube
INTRODUCTION

The Autonomy of the Capital and Its Limits
The Consequences of Unification

The Danube: Divider and Link

The Social History of Urban Public
Space

EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN
PERSPECTIVES

Metropolitan Public Space: An Experience
of Modernity

Metropolitan Man: The Stranger and the
Space as Attribute

Plurality of the Public: Urban Micro-Spaces
Urban Planning—Disinfection—Segregation
Who Owns the Street?

The Holiday Upstairs and Downstairs
Male Sociability and Female Domesticity

THE CITY AS THEATER

Notions of Public Space

Diary as a Source Material

What Was a Weekday—What Was a Holiday?
Budapest as Seen by a “Flaneur”

X

—
AN O B~ W

25

25

37
40
45
49
52
53

59
60
62
64
68



vi TABLE OF CONTENTS

PART THREE: Uses and Misuses of Public Space

CHAPTER 3

CHAPTER 4

CHAPTER 5

CHAPTER 6

CHAPTER 7

USER STRATEGIES

Parks and Promenades in Budapest
The Question of Surveillance
Appropriation and Division

MIDDLE-CLASS SOCIABILITY:

AT THE CAFE

Why Were the Cafés Frequented?

The Physical Dimension of Café Visits
Why Were the Cafés Popular?

MIDDLE-CLASS SOCIABILITY:
AT THE DEPARTMENT STORE
Urban Growth, Embourgeoisement
and the Road to the Department Store
The Distinctive Pattern of the Budapest
Department Store

The Budapest Department Stores:
Some Case Studies

The Budapest Department Stores:
Patterns of Development
Self-Image as a Symbol of Identity

RITES OF BECOMING VISIBLE
AND INVISIBLE

SPATIAL PATTERNS OF THE RIOTS
The Chronology of Collective Violence
The Political Use of Public Space

by the Working Class

The Spatial Choreography of “Blood-Red

Thursday”
“Blood-Red Thursday” from a
Social History Perspective

&3
85
&9
92

97

99

104

106

111

112

113

114

119

123

129

137
137

144

147

149



PART FOUR:
CHAPTER 8

CHAPTER 9

CHAPTER 10

CHAPTER 11

CHAPTER 12

TABLE OF CONTENTS

The Psyche of Urban Personality
MARRIAGE AND DIVORCE

“Partnership Marriage” between Professionals
A Patriarchal Union a la Petit Bourgeois
Haute Bourgeois Patriarchy

Who Divorced and Why?

ACCULTURATION AND MASS CULTURE
Ethnicity and Acculturation

The Concept of Mass Culture

Metropolitan Culture in the Mirror of

Social History

The Stages of Budapest Mass Culture

WORDS AND IDENTITY:
THE BUDAPEST LANGUAGE

VISUAL IMAGES AND IDENTITY
The Magic of Illusory Plenitude:

The Panorama

The Cinema as an Integrating Medium

CULTURAL MODERNISM
AND IDENTITY CRISIS
The City Praised

The City Blamed

The City Negated

EPILOGUE

NOTES

MAP

INDEX

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

BOOKS PUBLISHED BY CHSP

vii

155
157
158
162
163

173
173
179

181
186

189

197

197
202

207
208
211
215

223

225
255
257
273
274






ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Two subchapters included in this monograph have
been previously published albeit in a different form. The first, “Uses
and Misuses of Public Space in Budapest: 1873—-1914,” appeared in
Budapest and New York: Studies in Metropolitan Transformation,
edited by Thomas Bender and Carl E. Schorske. © 1994 Russell Sage
Foundation, 112 East 64th Street, New York, NY 10021. Reprinted
here with permission. The second, “Department Stores and Middle-
Class Consumerism in Budapest, 1896-1939,” was in Cathedrals of
Consumption: The European Department Store, 1850—1939, edited
by Geoffrey Crossick and Serge Jaumain. © 1999 Ashgate,
Aldershot. Reprinted here with permission. I thank both publishers
for kindly allowing me to republish my essays.

I am grateful to those who encouraged me to research the topic
and even commented on parts of the text: Vera Bdcskai, Thomas
Bender, Elizabeth Blackmar, Geoffrey Crossick, Leonore Davidoff,
the late Péter Handk, Neil Harris, Serge Jaumain, Agnes Losonczi,
Jon Mathieu, Zsuzsa L. Nagy, the late Gyorgy Rénki, Roy Rosenzweig,
David Sabean, Ilona Sarmdny-Parsons, and Carl E. Schorske. I also
wish to recognize Zoltdn Fonagy, Gyongyvér Torok, Gyula Zeke and
Susan Zimmermann, who asked me to write on the themes of this
book in earlier publications. Finally special thank are due to Andrds
Ger6 and Peter Pastor who offered to publish this monograph, and to
Thomas J. DeKornfeld for the masterful translation.



